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Introduction 

 

Throughout its history and foundation on January 16, 1848, the Community of the 

Misericordia Sisters has lived through several events that were detrimental to its future. 

One of the strengths of the Misericordia Sisters, starting with Rosalie, has been their 

ability to adapt to changing events and persevere in spite of the obstacles they had to 

face.  

The Rosalie-Cadron-Jetté Center wishes to offer the Misericordia Sisters and the laity of 

the International Misericordia Family (IMF) the testimonies of hope that have emerged 

from some significant events lived in the last two years within the Community and the 

IMF.  

“Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 

produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.” (Rom. 5: 3-4) 

(New International Version) 

*** 

A new path that opens the way to the future  

These testimonies of hope demonstrate that the Spirit is at work concerning the future of 

the International Mercy Family.  

 

April 8, 2018  

Commitment to continue, with audacity, the Sisters’ legacy  

It was during the Feast of Divine Mercy, celebrated by Father Robert Gagné, Sulpician, 

that a significant gesture was made for the International Misericordia Family. Sister 

Monique Lallier, Superior General, symbolically handing over Rosalie's lantern to Denise 

Tessier, coordinator of the Rosalie-Cadron-Jetté Center, who represented the 

International Misericordia Family.  

Here is an excerpt from the ceremony:  

Celebrant (Father Robert Gagné) 

“We are going to live, now, a significant moment for the Sisters and lay members of the 

International Mercy Family. At this stage, a new model of community is being born for 

the continuity of the Founding Charism. The laity must, therefore, embark on a journey 
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that will require them to put into practice the exceptional qualities of their foundress, 

Mother Rosalie. 

“The Misericordia Sisters have shown you how to be a community together. Today, they 

need you and you need them to continue this project of God begun 170 years ago. 

“In order to be mutually strengthened, we will pray for each other. 

“I now invite the Sisters to close their eyes and ask the Lord, in prayer, to give the laity 

the grace and blessings necessary to accomplish their mission.  

“Now I invite the laity to close their eyes and to ask the Lord, in prayer, to give the 

Sisters the grace and blessings necessary to live the journey in peace and hope.” 

 

Transferring Gesture 

 

                                                                            
Sister Monique Lallier, Superior General, transfers the Charism,                                            

symbolized by Rosalie’s lantern 

Celebrant 

“I now invite Sr. Monique Lallier, Superior General, and Mrs. Denise Tessier, 

representative of the International Misericordia Family, to advance to the front.”  
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Sister Monique Lallier                                                                                      

“By handing over this lantern to you, I ask the International Misericordia Family to 

accept the responsibility to create this new community of lay people that will become the 

International Misericordia Family.  

“You will need discernment, courage, audacity, tenacity, confidence, and mutual support 

to accomplish this unique and innovative future in the Church. 

“On behalf of the Misericordia Sisters, I assure you that our prayers and support will 

accompany you in this crucial transition that is demanded of you. 

“May God bless you!” 

 

Denise Tessier                                                                                                    

“Taking this lantern, I confirm, on behalf of the International Misericordia Family, that 

we accept this spiritual heritage, and we commit with fidelity to continue this Charism 

with fervour to ensure, throughout time, a better life for mothers in difficulty and their 

children. 

“In addition, we are committed, as Mother Rosalie, to showing God’s face of Mercy, 

daily.” 

                                                                                     
Denise Tessier received the lantern from the hands of Sister Monique Lallier 



5 
 

*** 

October 17, 2019 

A new home for the IMF 

At the opening of the Annual Gathering of the International Misericordia Family (IMF), 

Sister Monique Lallier made an important announcement. 

                                                                
Sister Monique Lallier 

 

Sister Monique Lallier 

“We are currently working with consultants and specialists on the preparation of our 

Community’s Last Will and Testament. This Community Will is of great importance. It 

expresses our desire for the Community, our mission, our works, the RCJC, the IMF, 

Rosalie’s tomb, the museum, the archives, Rosalie’s birthplace, Rosalie’s canonization, 

and our residences.  

“Our history and our mission imbued with the values of Mercy have contributed to 

building a better world for hundreds of thousands of mothers and their children as well as 

for innumerable vulnerable people. Our wish is for the IMF to continue this valuable 

legacy by continuing to live the mission by passing on this precious treasure to future 

generations. 

“Being a beacon of Mercy within the Church and society, is this not a wonderful gift that 

we can offer the world today? 

“For this to happen, we believe that every family needs a home and a place where they 

can come together to share the same mission.  
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“We are pleased to announce that our residence on De Serres Street, where four Sisters 

live and we have the office of the RCJC, will officially become our Family Home. 

Through this legacy the Family Home will provide security, stability, and a place of 

belonging for the members. This Family Home will be a place of hospitality, gathering, 

replenishment, training, prayer, and Eucharistic celebrations. 

“A house of Mercy at the heart of people's lives!” 

 

*** 

November 27, 2019 

Inauguration of the International Misericordia Family House  

 

 

At the invitation of the RCJC Team, Denise Tessier, coordinator, Lise Bouchard, 

secretary and Martine Fradet, assistant, about forty members of the Spiritual Community 

Life of the IMF and the Sisters of the General Council attended the inauguration of the 

IMF House. They shared a community meal, the presentation of the new spiritual 

journeys, followed by a celebration of the Word, and the blessing of the Home by Father 

Julien Faucher, who also presided the celebration. 

 

*** 
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February 21, 2020 

The Transferring of the Adoration Ministry by the Misericordia Sisters 

to the International Misericordia Family  

 

On February 21, 2020, during a special Adoration Hour in the chapel of the Motherhouse, 

Sister Monique Lallier proceeded with the transferring of the Adoration Ministry of the 

Adoration-Misericordia Group to IMF members of the Spiritual Community Life. 

                                                             
Sister Monique Lallier transfers the adoration ministry                                                   

symbolized by Rosalie’s lantern  

 

Here is the text pronounced by Sister Monique Lallier: 

“For nearly 40 years, dozens of our Sisters have been involved in the Motherhouse 

Adoration-Misericordia Group. 

“Every Friday, from 2 to 3 p.m., our Sisters, as well as those of the communities living 

with us, prayed for the four prayer objectives and the intentions received by an Hour of 

Adoration in our chapel. 

“March 6, 2020, will mark the last Hour of Adoration celebrated and lived here by our 

Sisters. 

“In order to perpetuate this ministry, I am happy to hand it over to the lay adorers of the 

International Misericordia Family (IMF), members of the Prayer Network Les Lanternes 
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de Rosalie, represented here by Martine Fradet, formerly responsible for the Adoration-

Misericordia Group at the Motherhouse. This gesture is, for all of us, a bearer of hope.” 

*** 

Canonical recognition of the International Misericordia Family within 

the Catholic Church of Montreal 

In 2019, work began with the Diocese of Montreal, with Bishop François Sarrazin, for 

the recognition of the IMF within the Catholic Church of Montreal for the continuation of 

the founding Charism of the Misericordia Sisters Community. Archbishop Sarrazin was 

amazed to see the work that had been done, which according to him, was unprecedented 

in the Church.   

*** 

Recognition and tributes to the Misericordia Sisters, exceptional women   

 

February 23, 2020 

Celebration at the Sainte Famille Parish of Bordeaux-Cartierville 

Following the announcement of the Sisters' moving, Father Jean-Louis Nvougbia, Parish 

priest of the Sainte Famille Parish of Bordeaux-Cartierville, the territory where the 

Motherhouse of the Misericordia Sisters is located, wanted to say goodbye to the Sisters 

by highlighting their departure with a Eucharistic celebration.  

                                                                                                    
Notre-Dame-des-Anges Church 

More than 250 parishioners gathered at Notre-Dame-des-Anges Church in Cartierville for 

Mass on Sunday, February 23. 

Father Jean-Louis said that he felt as if one of his children were leaving to begin a new 

phase in their life. 
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*** 

February 28, 2020 

Rite of Passage for the Misericordia Sisters organized by the RCJC with 

the members of the International Misericordia Family 

 

On Friday, February 28, more than seventy lay people gathered in the chapel of the 

Motherhouse of the Misericordia Sisters to convey their gratitude for all the years lived 

with them in this Motherhouse, and to offer encouragement to the Sisters who had to 

move. 

 

To pay homage to the Sisters, the celebration began with the song “A lantern in one 

hand...” which the laity, all placed in the nave of the chapel, sang with the choir and the 

singer Sara Beaudet. 

Here are some excerpts from the celebration, which include tributes to the Sisters written 

by about twenty members of the International Misericordia Family from different groups 

of the Family. 

*** 

Introduction Prayer (Abbot Julien Faucher) 

“We are gathered today to live a touching and meaningful moment in the life of the 

Misericordia Sisters. Ninety years ago, our Sisters uprooted themselves from their 

Motherhouse at the Misericordia Hospital to move here to their new Motherhouse. Next 

March 31, a crucial passage will be experienced. Our Sisters will leave this House to 
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continue, in a different way, their community life in another place. Like Abraham, they 

dare to go towards the unknown in faith and obedience. Knowing that they will be ablaze 

with this powerful Breath of the Spirit, wherever they will be, they will remain the temple 

of God. May the Spirit continue to blow upon them so that they may continue their 

mission of Mercy.” 

*** 

Tributes to the Misericordia Sisters 

Celebrant (Abbot Julien Faucher) 

“My dear Sisters, this celebration is meant to be a moment of gratitude, love, and hope. 

Everyone present wishes to be with you to accompany you in this moving passage, full of 

emotions and an unknown future. Today, receive their testimonies and messages as signs 

of tenderness and support.”   

                                                                                        
Denise Tessier, Coordinator of the RCJC 

 

“Dear Sisters, this step of moving where you will leave your home at an advanced age is 

similar to Abraham. 

“The story of Abraham begins with a call to leave his country, his relatives, and his 

father's house, and go into the unknown, a land that only the Lord knows. Abraham does 

not know all that he will have to experience on this new path, but the Lord assures him 

that He will show it to him. So Abraham obeys. 

“To live such a detachment, Abraham believed in the Lord. He needed patience. His 

reward was great; he became not only the father of faith, but also the father of great 

descendants as promised by God. 
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“And you, dear Sisters, during the last 10 years, how many questions, misunderstandings, 

and uncertainties have been experienced. The journey has been long and often fraught 

with obstacles, and you have had to be patient. But this waiting time has not been lost; 

your waiting has not been passive. You knew how to stay the course and you remained 

committed to your faith in Christ, knowing that God is preparing something greater in the 

unseen that surpasses you. 

“Moreover, the lay members of the IMF have also known how to profit from this 

expectation to grow and prepare themselves to carry the torch. Thanks to your generosity, 

the Family is now well established to ensure its continuity. 

“Today, the time has finally arrived where a new path is opening up. Your move is a 

moment of renewal, a moment when you leave again in confidence with the Lord. Your 

next step will be a passage where Life awaits you. We love you and we wish you 

serenity, peace, and joy.”  

*** 

Testimonies of members of the IMF Spiritual Community Life  

 

 

 
Claudette Viau, Founding Member of the Misericordia Friends 

 

“My Dear Sisters, 

                          

“I have been visiting the Motherhouse for over fifty years. It is with sadness of heart that 

I see you leaving your house.  

 

“Allow me, in these few words, to wish you peace, comfort, and security in your new 

home.  
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“Warm thanks to all those Sisters who, following Rosalie, have lived and brought the 

values of Mercy over time to live and be lived by the world.”    

 

*** 

 

 
Louise Trudeau, Founding Member of the Misericordia Friends 

 

 

“I met the Community of the Misericordia Sisters 50 years ago, with the encounter of Sr. 

Isabelle Venne. 

  

“During the 1970s, there was the opening of the Petite Maison de la Miséricorde, the 

founding of the Misericordia Friends Group, the 140th and 150th anniversary of the 

Community and many other events in which I participated, without forgetting the 

replenishments for the Misericordia Friends. The welcome was warm and bonds were 

created. I knew Rosalie. 

  

“In 1991, I came at the Motherhouse to work as a nurse in the Infirmary. I've known you 

more intimately, in your daily life. 

 

“I loved my job. I loved the Motherhouse, the tranquility and the calm of this house. 

  

“I met women committed to the Misericordia Mission to mothers and children, women 

praying, generous, and listening to each other, in solidarity with each other. 

  

“We had beautiful times together, Sisters and employees. Remember the big Christmas 

parties, the summer picnics outside, the birthday parties celebrated every month, Mr. 

Cornet for ice cream, great opportunities for sharing and love. 

  

“You have accompanied me on my Christian journey. You have an important place in my 

life. 

  

“It is with a heart full of gratitude that I say THANK YOU! 

 

“You know you've been through a lot of change all these years. 

  

“You have adapted in a remarkable, even exceptional way. 
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“You will be moving soon and I am sure that your adaptation to your new residence will 

be slow. 

 

“I wish you with all my heart to be happy, to continue your journey in joy, calm, peace 

and love. 

 

“We will have the pleasure of seeing each other again in a new environment. 

That's life. We're always on the move.” 

 

*** 

 

 
Michelle Pelletier, Member of IMF Spiritual Community Life                                                  

and Director of la Petite Maison de la Miséricorde                                                                                                           

 

“Dear Sisters, dear Members of the International Misericordia Family. 

“Thank you for being here so that we can live together this great passage from the 

Motherhouse to the new place of life of the Sisters, the Angus Apartments. Thank you to 

the RCJC for giving us the chance to experience this ritual that gives meaning to the 

future.  

“Dear Sisters, you have one day been called to live this beautiful mission of Mercy. 

Today, you are chosen to live this important moment for your Community, the closure of 

the Motherhouse. It is not for nothing that you have been chosen, that it is now that things 

must be lived, it is that you have what it takes within you to live this detachment, this let 

go taken. 

“You're exemplary women. The departure of the Motherhouse is not an end to your 

reason for being, but only a transition to a new home. What is important for each of you 

is to feel that your home is inside you, in your heart, that it is inhabited as much as you 

and that it will never leave you.  

“We're with you, we'll always be there.” 
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*** 

                                                                                                
Francine Garneau, Member of IMF Spiritual Community Life                                                   

 

“Dear Sisters, 

“I have witnessed your many qualities for nearly 30 years. But what touches me most is 

your courage and determination to do God's Will. 

“The word obedience takes on its full meaning for me when I observe you at this crucial 

stage in your lives. You are answering YES again today to the call to leave everything 

behind to follow Jesus. 

“Dear Sisters, for me the word obedience resonated as submission, punishment. Today it 

echoes an infinite love for God through the inspiring model that you are. 

“To do God's Will in easy steps is one thing, but to do the will, to say YES to such a great 

detachment is a heroic act of faith. 
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“Thank you for being these inspiring role models.  

“The word obedience takes on a sacred meaning now.” 

*** 

 

Testimonials of the directors and Mission-Contact People from the Community Life 

of the IMF-Quebec 

 

                                                                                                                      
Carole Fortier, Mission-Contact Person, Centre Marie Eve 

 

“Dear Sisters, 

“First, I would like to thank Life for allowing me to meet you; you are for me a 

lighthouse, a lantern on my way.  

“Every time I went to the Motherhouse, it was a celebration in my heart.  

“It was like going home, this haven of peace, unconditional Love, and welcome with a 

big W.  

“This is where I learned the beautiful story of Rosalie's life and the lives of all those 

women who gave so much to help all those girls with great needs.  
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“I remember that whenever I came to your home, you welcomed me as if I were God; the 

Man of the situation... ;) 

“Your great sense of humour adds to the beautiful moments spent in your company. I 

often think of the adventures and anecdotes told by Sister Monique, which were funnier 

and funnier: Rita's incontinence when she laughed too much, for example. 

“You've marked my life forever. 

“We will not be coming back here and we may feel some sadness, but a house is made of 

stones and cement, it is material. What you bequeath to us as a legacy is so much greater! 

“Thanks for your great generosity. You have taught me how to welcome without 

judgment, which I try to live in the mission of the Centre Marie Eve and in my personal 

life. 

“Thank you for everything and I wish, for you, a lot of health, serenity for years to 

come..... 

“I love you with a lot of Love! xx” 

 *** 

                                                                                                  
Pierrette Desforges, Mission-Contact Person,                                                                              

Espoir Rosalie, Gatineau 

 



17 
 

“Dear Sister Monique, 

Dear Sisters Huguette, 

And all of you Dear Misericordia Sisters, 

  

“Following the example of the Venerable Mother Rosalie, you spread Mercy wherever 

you go. The crumpled reed, you've always been able to recognize and rescue it. You have 

spared nothing for this beautiful Misericordia Charism to reach all hearts. These hearts, in 

turn, have given themselves and work today with the single mother, those women who 

find themselves in a situation of motherhood.  

 

“We in Espoir Rosalie are the recipients of a very remarkable welcome every time we 

visit the Motherhouse. You have passed on to us this love of all those mothers who so 

desperately need to be loved. Yes, those mothers who need Mercy so much in order to 

pass on this love to their children. Thanks to you, we are fortunate to be part of this great 

International Misericordia Family. This Family that perpetuates the Charism so dear to 

your hearts. 

  

“For you, the road continues and your mission extends to the Angus Apartments. These 

people, with whom you will live, will have the pleasure of welcoming women imbued 

with goodness, wisdom, and Mercy. That is what we see living in each of you.  

 

“We want to offer you a small lantern that contains sweets that will give you energy 

during this moving period. In addition, this lantern will guide you in your future mission 

and remind you, no matter the road, where you are, and where you carry out your 

mission, Rosalie will always accompany you.  

  

“With all our gratitude and friendship, we say to you: May the road be peaceful dear 

Sisters!” 

  

Employees of Espoir Rosalie, Gatineau 

 

*** 
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Nancy McMillan, Director, Carrefour de la Miséricorde, Gatineau 

 

“At the Carrefour, we welcomed the news that you were leaving the Motherhouse with 

great emotion.  

“To think that this great house, welcoming, warm and filled with Love would no longer 

be part of our gatherings makes us nostalgic. 

“We all have memories attached here. We felt the welcome of the Sisters that warms our 

hearts. 

“We lived there important moments of the mission, fraternal moments that forged close 

ties between the Family. 

“As we visit you, we were imbued with the Misericordia values.  

“But in fact, it was you, dear Sisters, who made this house so alive. It was you who made 

it a place of welcome filled with Love. It is you who, on a daily basis, for 90 years have 

imbued these walls with the charism. 

“So wherever you are, you will continue to live our beautiful mission. You will bring 

new people to it. You will be this model of love and courage as you are to us. 

“Today, it is our turn, through this Rite of passage, to tell you once again, how much we 

love you!” 

*** 
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Mary English, Carrefour de la Miséricorde, Gatineau 

 

Gratefulness to the Misericordia Sisters  

“On my own behalf, I would like to thank you, Misericordia Sisters, for allowing me to 

work in your mission, which has always been close to my heart. 

“Your avant-gardism and your values have attracted and supported me through my many 

years of work and journey at your side. 

“I am very grateful to have been able to live my personal mission that fits well with 

yours.  

“In the name of the Journey of the Misericordia Friends of Gatineau, you have become 

our role models. We try to deepen and live according to the Misericordia values.  

“We are very grateful for your open-mindedness that has allowed us, lay people, to be 

part of your spiritual family by becoming your heirs. Your values and mission will 

always be sacred for us. Thank you for this privilege and the trust you place in us. 

“Love and tenderness.” 

*** 
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Pierre Morissette, President of the Rosalie-Cadron House Lavaltrie and Claudine 

Lalonde, Vice-President, for Sophie Lemercier, General Director 

 

“The members of the Board of Directors of the Rosalie-Cadron House wish to show to 

the Misericordia Sisters their deepest gratitude for their unwavering support in the 

mission of their organization, as well as their wishes of happiness for their new adventure 

that will begin in a few weeks.  

“What would Rosalie-Cadron House be without our dear Sisters? A place without soul, 

without roots. A cute museum in an ancestral house as there are in all regions of Quebec. 

But because Rosalie Cadron-Jetté was born there in 1794, the Misericordia Sisters 

intervened when the house threatened to be demolished, Sister Gisèle Boucher helped set 

up the museum and the Community still supports this project today, we can say that the 

Rosalie-Cadron House is more alive than ever and that Rosalie's soul lives continuously.  

“We wish to the Misericordia Sisters, and in particular Sister Monique Lallier, Sister 

Huguette Beauchamp and Sister Huguette Lavoie, happiness and peace in their new 

environment. You will finally live in serenity.  

“May our Rosalie watch over you forever!” 

*** 
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Jean-Marc Lagacé from the Board of Directors, Halte la Ressource, Montreal                          

for Baya El Hachemi, Coordinator 

 

“I think I can never thank enough the person who allowed me to come to meet the 

Misericordia Sisters, Jeannine Bourget.   

“Sister Jeannine, my passe-partout, is one of the most important encounters of my life. 

She made a place for me in Halte la Ressource and opened up a whole section of society 

that I did not expect when I had just chosen to settle here in Quebec. Yes, the Quebec of 

yesterday, but also the Quebec of today with all its contradictions. It also allowed me to 

discover a community that is open to difference and acceptance of this difference.  

“You who know Jeannine as well as I know her know that this is not an ordinary person. 

A free thinker, a woman of action and conviction, fair, and non-conformist, her 

uniqueness has never been questioned. Her place in the community speaks loudly of the 

deep values that drive the Misericordia Sisters: unconditional acceptance of others with 

respect and compassion. 

“I will never be able to say enough about the Sisters' unwavering support for Halte la 

Ressource. They have closely followed the many challenges that our organization has 

gone through. Their confidence in the merits of our actions and directions fills us with 
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eternal gratitude. Their support brightly counterbalances the contempt of our successive 

governments on the issue of funding community organizations.” 

*** 

                                                                                                     
Yves Poiré, President of the Children of Ecuador Foundation                                        

 

Closing a Large Door 

“To those friends who have been builders and who have opened so many doors over the 

years, we say courage. When one has worked all one's life to build so many houses to 

accommodate so many women heads of families, when one has instead opened doors all 

over Quebec, Canada, the United States, and as far away as Ecuador, the idea of closing 

the door to the Community's big Motherhouse is necessarily unnatural. 

“Soon, the Misericordia Sisters will once again pack their suitcases, as they did so often 

before leaving to go and found works that are still very much alive. With all their 

strength, their great wisdom and their serenity, we know that they are capable and well 

accompanied in the face of this moving stage in the history of their Community. 

However, we would like to remind them that we too, their friends from the Children of 

Ecuador Foundation, the staff of the Rosalia Cadron Mission, as well as the entire 

community of Pascuales in Ecuador, will be with them in spirit during the coming weeks 

as they experience this great departure.  

“Rest assured, we have the keys to this door that they will be closing for one last time. 

May they know that we will return there in thought and in prayer to draw from it the 

energy to continue the missions that they have bequeathed to us.” 

 

*** 
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Testimonies from the Mission-Contact People and directors of the Spiritual and 

Humanitarian Community Life of the English-speaking IMF Members 

 

                                                                                                           
Ilona Gupta Bhaya, Mission-Contact Person                                                                                 

from the Toronto Misericordia Friends  

 

“Dear Reverend Sister Monique and Honoured Council, 

“As we watch you guide the Misericordia Sisters closer into the protective loving wings 

of the Almighty Goodness, many emotions go through our hearts. 

“There is above all profound gratefulness for the chance to have met and known you and 

been able to observe, experience and absorb in some way the values of sacrifice, non-

judgement, hospitality, community, and others well known that you demonstrated so 

authentically in your lives. 

“There is awe for the courage displayed by yourselves in taking bald decisions and 

keeping up a cheerful confidence in Providence and in the intentions and abilities of 

fragile, though well-meaning human beings that we are. 

“There is resolve to uphold the name of Rosalie Cadron-Jetté and the Misericordia 

Sisters, their history, achievements and legacy in our lives, those around us and in the 

wider community. 



24 
 

“There is prayer to the Heavenly Host that they may continue to watch closely over you 

and lead you from light to ever more light and joy and love. 

“With my respects and filial affection, also on behalf of the Toronto Misericordia 

Friends.” 

*** 

                                                                                        
Denise Tessier and Jane Kenny, Director, Rosalie Hall, Toronto 

 

“On behalf of Rosalie Hall Toronto’s staff and Board of Directors, I am happy to be with 

you to recognize the closing of the Misericordia Motherhouse. It is a time for us to extend 

our deep gratitude and appreciation to the Sisters.  As you move to the next phase of your 

community, your mission will guide you and it has been embedded in us. You’ve offered 

magnificent gifts to each of us as individuals, as an organization, and to the community 

served. Your work has taught us the story and values of Mother Rosalie. 

“As individuals, knowing Rosalie and working with you gave us the opportunity to grow 

in our beliefs of how vulnerable young women should be treated and to model your 

compassion and mercy. 

“As an organization, your teaching provides the basis for inspiration in creating a 

community where young mothers and babies are welcomed with hospitality and greeted 

with non-judgment. We follow in your footsteps and deliver services in a way that each 

mother is encouraged to fulfill her potential and to provide a stable and caring foundation 

for her baby. 
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“For the community served, you have prepared us to rely on our mission and your 

example to consider how we plan services and supports, how we can respond instead of 

react, and how we can accompany each young mother and her baby on her journey in a 

safe and caring place. 

“Thank you for these gifts. We will use each one of them to continue your work. Our 

agency is a symbol of the love and caring of your Motherhouse. You are in our hearts as 

we continue the mission, committed to the heritage you have provided to us.”  

*** 

                                                                                                      
Patrick Dumelie, CEO, Covenant Health, Edmonton  

 

“Dear Sr. Monique, 

“I have received your letter dated February 7, 2020, regarding the closing of the 

Motherhouse. 

“The closing of the Motherhouse is indeed sad news to receive. I would like to start this 

letter by expressing our continued support for the Misericordia Sisters and the 

International Misericordia Family. Please do reach out should there be anything we can 

do to help from here. 

“All of us in Alberta continue to reflect on the impact the Misericordia Sisters have had. 

Dating back to the 1900, the Misericordia Sisters played a role in the development of the 

vulnerable by establishing a hospital, a home for unwed mothers, and a nursing school. 

These laid the foundation for Catholic healthcare’s current role in Alberta as a thoughtful, 

innovative, and mission-driven healthcare provider. As you complete your ministry, we 

want to assure you that Covenant Health stays true to the Mission and Charism of the 

Misericordia Sisters. 

“On July 18, 2019, the Misericordia Hospital celebrated its 50
th

 anniversary in its current 

location. On this occasion, the Senior Operating Officer, Janet Schimpf, noted: “The 

Charism the Sisters brought to serve those most vulnerable with unconditional love and 
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mercy, and to welcome all no matter their circumstances, is alive and well,” adding, “It’s 

about hospitality, which continues to resonate with our teams today.” 

“Please share our gratitude and thanks for all that the Misericordia Sisters have done in 

Alberta. We are grateful; our communities are grateful. 

“I am unable to attend the closing of the Motherhouse on February 27 due to other travel 

commitments. That said, our office has been mindful of working to find a time for me to 

visit in the future. 

“We are praying for strength and unity in this tough time and that the transition to your 

new location is smooth and without challenges.” 

*** 

                                                                                                                  
Janet Schimpf, COO, Covenant Health, Edmonton  

 

“We, in Edmonton, have been blessed by the Misericordia Sisters’ legacy of service to 

our community. Although the Sisters left Edmonton many years ago, we can attest that 

their mission has endured. And so we want to remind you, as you have continually taught 

us, to trust that no matter where the Sisters call home, or where God calls the community, 

the mission will continue.   

“Mother Rosalie completed her work on earth, entrusting the work to the Sisters, who 

have in turn entrusted the mission to us, the laity, and we too, have to ensure we do not 

ever let the light, so beautifully depicted by Rosalie’s lamp and the IMF Lighthouse, will 

ever go out.    

“We walk together in confidence with this assurance of faith.” 

*** 
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Emma Fineblit, Director of Wolseley Family Place, Winnipeg  

  

“Dear Misericordia Sisters, 

“I am so grateful for the warm welcome I have received into the International 

Misericordia Family, and for the hospitality shown to me by the Sisters in the 

Motherhouse when I visited last year. It has been an honour to meet such strong, kind, 

joyful, dedicated women, who truly live and model Rosalie’s legacy every day.  

“I know that the past couple of years have been especially hard and that moving out of 

the Motherhouse after all of these years will also be difficult, but I am confident that the 

spirit of the Sisters, in all their strength and resilience, will persevere through this 

challenge as well. We are thinking of you and sending love from Winnipeg!” 

 

*** 
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Craig Longley, Director of Catholic Guardian Services, New York  

 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven: …a time 

to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted… (Eccl. 3:1,2b) 

“In 1887, when Archbishop Corrigan asked for Misericordia Sisters to come to New 

York City to found a home for unwed mothers, five Sisters planted seed that has grown 

and flourished for over 133 years. Countless lives have been saved and nourished because 

of the Sisters’ love for women and children.  

“Today, through our Rosalie Hall Maternity and Mother and Child residence for young 

families in foster care, and through our Rosalie Hall Parenting Resource Center, at-risk 

pregnant and parenting women find support and salvation as they begin their journeys 

through life.  

“Catholic Guardian Services’ strategic vision is to expand the Parenting Resource Center 

to more high-risk communities in New York City where maternal and infant mortality are 

unacceptably high. More women and children will be saved as a result.  

“The lantern that Mother Rosalie lit so many years ago continues to light the path 

forward for these women and children. Our hearts are full of the love that was planted 

there by Mother Rosalie and the Misericordia Sisters. You planted well and every day 

you pluck up that which was planted.  

“Continued blessings to our dear Sisters as you make this next transition.  

“Thank you.” 

*** 
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Caroline DeKeyster, CEO, Misericordia Health Centre, Winnipeg 

 

“Dear Sister Lallier, 

“On this occasion of rite of passage, I want to share with you our message of 

encouragement and love. 

“I have had much great learning from you, the Misericordia Sisters over the years. By 

your actions both past and present, by your words of leadership and challenge, you have 

shown me and the whole of the International Misericordia Family what it means to be 

audacious! You have challenged us to be strong in our values and look for opportunities 

to live our values. Through your actions and examples of living the Misericordia Mission, 

you have given us many gifts that we greatly value! 

“Matthew 7:7-8: Continue to ask and God will give to you. Continue to search, and you 

will find. Continue to knock, and the door will open for you. Yes, whoever continues to 

ask will receive. Whoever continues to look will find. And whoever continues to knock 

will have the door opened for them. 

“Our prayers are for you, are for strength to go forth with confidence and hope. Your 

Misericordia Family in Winnipeg is with you in spirit on this special day at the 

Motherhouse rite of passage ceremony and always. We pray for you who carry the sacred 

values of mercy to have confidence and strength as you continue to use the light from 

Mother Rosalie to guide you on your road.” 

*** 
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Ending Comment 

After this touching celebration, the Misericordia Sisters and laity came together as a 

family, with hearts full of emotion, in a climate of love. 

                   

Sister Monique Lallier, Superior General, is about to cut the cake received by the 

Misericordia Health Center in Winnipeg on which is written: “May God's blessings 

always be with you! Love, from your Misericordia Family in Winnipeg.”     

*** 

 

And what about Rosalie? 

 

March 25, 2020 

The moving of Rosalie’s Tomb  

On March 25, 2020, a significant event took place within the Community of the 

Misericordia Sisters and the International Misericordia Family (IMF). After 90 years 

spent in Cartierville, the tomb of our Venerable Rosalie discreetly left the Motherhouse.  

Rosalie, who has always lived in discretion, humility, and simplicity, leaves her last 

home in the same spirit to make her entrance, not just anywhere, but in her new home, in 

the Church at the Cathedral Marie-Reine-du-Monde, site of the Archdiocese of Montreal. 

What an incredible surprise! 
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     Bishop Ignace Bourget                                             Rosalie Cadron-Jetté 

 

Rosalie's tomb is thus found next to that of Bishop Ignace Bourget, co-founder of the 

Misericordia Sisters Community. Rosalie returns to him, as she did at the beginning of 

the Community, as if they were joining forces to continue God's plan within this work of 

Mercy. 

Conclusion 

The various events of the last two years have attested to the fact that the Misericordia 

Sisters know how to adapt and persevere in order to carry on what they have deep in their 

hearts.  They are witnesses of hope. 

We are blessed to rub shoulders with these women who have shown us what mercy is, 

through their unconditional love, acceptance, welcoming, and non-judgment. They have 

also shown us hope, because their story, made up of difficult moments, led them to 

greater and richer experiences. What an inspiration for the International Misericordia 

Family and what wonderful examples!  

“Behold you among the nations, and look, and wonder marvellously; for I am working a 

work in your days, which ye will not believe though it be told you.” (Hab. 1:5)                   

(New International Version) 

 Testimonies of Hope - Important Events 2018-2020     

     

Rosalie-Cadron-Jetté Centre                          October 20, 2020 


